[Surgical procedure for hyperthyroidism in children and adolescents].
The high recurrence rate of hyperthyroidism after drug therapy in Graves disease and the high incidence of differentiated thyroid cancer in autonomously functioning thyroid nodules are the most common indications for surgical treatment in children and adolescents (less than 18 years old). Between April 1986 and March 1998, 101 adolescents were operated on: 24 children (23.8%) for Graves disease, 9 adolescents (8.9%) for autonomously functioning thyroid nodules. Surgery for hyperthyroidism is recommended in children and adolescents because of the low morbidity, the guarantee that this approach will successfully treat hyperthyroidism and the necessity for histological exploration.